Christmas/The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - YEAR C

24, 25, 26 December 2021

Dear friends

Priests:

We are blessed to be able to gather as communities of faith this Christmas. The events of the past two years (and the
uncertainty of the future) do make us grateful for the small things that we can enjoy, and the things that we have taken

Fr David Cartwright
Fr Dean Mathieson

for granted, like coming to Mass and being with our families. We pray that these will be blessed times for us all.

Assistant Priest:
As you gather with your loved ones this Christmas, I would like to invite you to pray together at the start of your

Fr James Baptist

Christmas meal. It is a moment to give thanks to God, and to invite your guests to join in prayer with you. You may like
to use this prayer as your Christmas Grace before meals:

Website:

Before we share this Christmas meal together, let each of us take a moment of silent prayer to give thanks to God for
the good things we have received this year.
Let us recall those who have shared Christmas with us in past years and are no longer with us. May they share eternal
joy with Jesus and Mary now.

baysidecatholicmission.org
Email:

baysideoffice@cam.org.au

Let us recall those who cannot be with us because of distance or illness or other reasons.

Send Bulletin Items To:

Let us recall those we especially wish to remember for other reasons.

baysidebulletin@cam.org.au

May the birth of Jesus bring each of us new hope and peace at this time.
And may we be grateful what we receive in this meal, and recall those who are less fortunate than we are.
May this time help us all to grow in love of God and of each other until we are all united in peace and love with the

Office:
118 New St, Brighton. 3186

eternal banquet of heaven.

Phone: (03) 9593 1703

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please note that the weekend Mass timetable for this weekend is slightly changed (26 Dec)- there will be no Sunday
Vigil Masses (on Sat 25 Dec at 5pm & 6pm) and no Sunday evening Mass on Sunday 26 Dec. The Sunday morning

Hours: Mon-Fri
9.30am-3.30pm

Masses (Dec 26) are as normal for the Feast of the Holy Family.
Mass on New Year’s Day (Jan 1) will be at 9am (St Joan of Arc) and 11am (Stella Maris) and Vigil Masses at 5pm (Sacred
Heart) and 6pm (St Mary’s). Masses on Sun 2 Jan will be as normal.

Urgent need for a priest
outside office hours- phone
office & press option 3.

Our sincere thanks to all those who have helped us to celebrate Christmas at our Mission churches this year – especially
those who have helped with liturgical ministries, music, church preparation and in many other ways. Your service is very

Bayside Catholic Mission

much appreciated.

is committed to the safety,
wellbeing and dignity of all
children, young people and

Fr Dean and Fr James and I wish you all a most blessed and peace-filled Christmas season.

adults. Safeguarding is
everyone’s responsibility.

Fr David Cartwright

Thank you to all those who have sent Christmas cards, greetings and offerings. Your generosity is very much
appreciated. You will all be remembered in our Christmas Masses and prayers.

MASS TIMES
Sat 5pm
Sat 6pm
Sun 8am
Sun 9am

Sacred Heart, Sandringham
13 Fernhill Rd, Sandringham

St Mary's, Hampton
59 Holyrood St, Hampton

St Joseph's, Black Rock
542 Balcombe Rd, Black Rock

Sacred Heart, Sandringham
13 Fernhill Rd, Sandringham

Mon 9:15am St Mary’s
Tues 9:15am Sacred Heart
Tues 7pm

St Joan of Arc

Wed 9:15am Sacred Heart
Wed 9:15am St Joseph’s
Thur 9:15am St Mary’s

Sun 10:30am

Stella Maris, Beaumaris

Thur 9:15am Stella Maris

Sun 11am

St
St Joan
Joan of
of Arc,
Arc, Brighton
Brighton

Fri 9:15am

Sun 5:30pm

2 Charlotte Rd, Beaumaris

118 New St, Brighton

St James', Gardenvale
currently held at St Joan of Arc

St Joan of Arc

Fri 9:15am

St Joseph’s

Sat 9:15am

Stella Maris

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesdays 6:30pm-7pm
St Joan of Arc
Saturdays 9:45am-10:15am
Stella Maris
Saturdays 4:30pm-5pm
Sacred Heart
Saturdays 5:30pm-6pm
St Mary's

Eucharistic Adoration
Tues 6.30pm-6.50pm (prior to Mass at 7pm)
at St Joan of Arc
Sat 9.45am-10.15am (after Mass at 9.15am)
at Stella Maris

Morning Tea
after Mass

Faith Formation

Volunteers are needed

Weekly groups
Starting early 2022

to assist with morning
tea after Sunday
morning Masses

New Here?

Prayer shawls / Craft group

We welcome you to get in

A ministry to create prayer shawls for Baptisms and to share with
those in need. We invite anyone and everyone with basic knitting or
crocheting skills to experience a unique opportunity to share God's
love. You may wish to gather with others and make it a social
occasion or complete the shawl in the comfort of your own home
with the simple pattern provided
Contact Lynda at lynda.rawlins@cam.org.au to register your interest.

touch if you would like to be
involved in any groups in the
Mission, volunteer for any
ministry, or just learn more
about the faith.
baysideoffice@cam.org.au

New Year's Day Masses

Solemnity of Mary
the Mother of God

For young adults 18-35yrs
Back in 2022

Sat 1 January

MEN'S
BREAKFAST

9:30am- St Joan of Arc
11.00am- Stella Maris

MONTHLY

STARTING 2022

The Atrium
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
A catechetical program for children ages 3-12
For more details - Lisa
baysideatrium@gmail.com or 0402 480 224

Supporting Your Parish
St Joan of Arc
St James
St Mary’s
Sacred Heart
Nazareth

BSB: 083 347
BSB: 083 347
BSB: 083 347
BSB: 083 347
BSB: 083 347

Account: 643419112
Account: 663309906
Account: 646546643
Account: 646745079
Account: 686478067

Presbytery Account BSB: 083 347 Account: 133742729

Account Name: St Joan of Arc Church
Account Name: St James
Account Name: St Mary’s Parish Hampton
Account Name: Sacred Heart Parish Sandringham
Account Name: Nazareth Catholic Parish
Account Name: Bayside Mission House Account

Please include your name and envelope number if you are transferring to one of the Church Accounts.
Many thanks.

Thank you, Elaine
We farewell Elaine Bolitho at this time, who is finishing up in
her role with the Bayside Catholic Mission. Elaine served as

Please pray for...

secretary at Brighton for many years and various roles within
the Bayside Mission. As well as her wonderful work with the

ST JOAN OF ARC

Brighton Covenant Churches, this past year she has worked

ILLNESS: Lynn Batten, Angela Boston, Helen Clarke,

tirelessly for the St Joan of Arc Centenary events.

Maureen Daly, Glenys Severin, Joanne Turner

Thank you for Elaine for the pastoral care you have provided
to so many and for sharing your gifts and talents in so many
ways.

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Bailey, John Bell, Walter
Uhlenbruch, Margaret Pell
ANNIVERSARIES: Martha Bailey, Jack and Margaret Kyne

ST JAMES
Many thanks for helping us to celebrate our parish centenary

ILLNESS: Giovanni Sabato, Lois White, Brian Taylor

during the year. Last Sunday we were delighted to welcome

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jeffrey Donald Hunter

back Fr Martin Dixon for our final event. The ceremonies
included blessing of the centenary plaque and seat and the

SACRED HEART

presentation of parish awards to: Fr Martin Dixon, Mary

ILLNESS: Suzanne Ryan, Ann Pierce, Kate Greenwood,

Taylor (accepted by Kevin Greelish), Silvana van Leeuwen

Michael O’Brien, Noni Ryan, Nancy Camera, Louise

and Raymond Frederico. Elaine Bolitho has resigned from her

Tonna, Victor Tonna, Conall Westcott, Joan Mason,

position with the Bayside Mission and also received a parish

Roger Picking, Joseph Manitta, Peter Girotto, Geoffrey

award in recognition of nearly 18 years with the parish.
Commemorative wines and glasses are still available and
can be ordered through the parish office.
We are most grateful to the centenary team for enabling us
to celebrate such an important year in the life of our parish.
We now go forward with the same spirit of faith in God
which inspired all those who built our great parish.

Nixon, Valerie Monaghan, Bernard Finnigan
RECENTLY DECEASED: Edna Gaffney, Zofia Tokarczyk
ANNIVERSARIES: Jock Hawking, Donald David Thomas,
Tom Maginess, Bill Coady, Leo & Lucy Power, Audrey &
Robert Spiers, John Pucella, Tom Hayes, Lancelot
O'Grady, Harold Johnson, Mollie Hayes, Patrick
O'Connor, Emily McBeth, Leah Parker

NAZARETH (STELLA MARIS & ST JOSEPH'S)

VOLUNTEERS

ILLNESS: Sebastian Wolfenden, Allison Leicester, Liz
Docker, Peter Plumridge, Lucy Menezes, Aliai CoyleMadut, Lucy Bueno, Faye Fong, Kosta Mihos, Megan

May your heart be lifted in praise this Christmas for the wonderful
gift of Jesus and the joy he brings to our lives.

Jenkins, Paul Dear, Anne Jenkins, Tony Waller, Edwinda
Fitsimon
ANNIVERSARY: Clare O'Connor

As many of our regular volunteers are away during January, we
would be grateful for any help you might give especially as Lectors,
Collectors, Counting, Preparation, Welcoming , please offer your
help to Father before Mass.

The ministry of Communion to the sick requires regular volunteers on

ST MARY'S
ILLNESS:

Clare Curry-Harris, Tom Van Kampem,

Maria Reilly, Delia Burns, Mick Zuccala, Rupert Arnold,
John Curry

Fridays for a couple of hours to assist at Elanora, Brighton.
If you are able to provide assistance, please contact Lynda,
lynda.rawlins @cam.org.au

We are committed to a safe and nurturing culture for all children in
our Church. Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.

Christmas Offerings
Christmas offering envelopes are available in the churches these are an important source of support of the priests of the
Mission and our retired and sick priests.
These can be placed in the usual collections at Mass.
Thank you for your support.

St James Church
Thank you to those who attended the online meeting
for St James parishioners recently. In the new year we
will form a working group to assist with some of the
interior furnishings etc of the church.
At this stage, completion of the interior and all works is
scheduled for late 2024/ early 2025.
For more details go to
baysidecatholicmission.org/stjames

Position Vacant

Feasts of the Week

Communications & Publications
Administrator,
Monday 27 - St John the
Evangelist
Tuesday 28 - Holy
Innocents Catholic Mission
Bayside
Sunday 26 Dec - Feast of the Holy Family

Saturday 1 January - Mary , Mother of God. World Day of Peace

For more information about the role go to

Sunday 2 Jan The Epiphany of the Lord

melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

"May each Christmas as it comes, find us more and more like Him, who
at this time became a little child for our sake, more simple-minded,
more humble, more holy, more affectionate, more resigned, more
happened, more full of God."
St John Henry Newman
God

does

not

love

you

because

you

think

and

act

the

right

way.

He

loves

you,

plain

and

simple.

His

love

is

unconditional; it does not depend on you. You may have mistaken ideas, you may have made a complete mess of
things, but the Lord continues to love you. How often do we think that God is good if we are good and punishes us if
we are bad. Yet that is not how he is. For all our sins, he continues to love us. His love does not change. It is not
fickle; it is faithful. It is patient. This is the gift we find at Christmas. We discover to our amazement that the Lord is
absolute gratuity, absolute tender love. His glory does not overwhelm us; his presence does not terrify us. He is born
in utter poverty in order to win our hearts by the wealth of his love.
The grace of God has appeared. Grace is a synonym of beauty. Tonight, in the beauty of God’s love, we also
discover our own beauty, for we are beloved of God. For better or worse, in sickness and in health, whether happy or
sad, in his eyes we are beautiful, not for what we do but for what we are. Deep within us, there is an indelible and
intangible beauty, an irrepressible beauty, which is the core of our being. Today God reminds us of this. He lovingly
takes upon himself our humanity and makes it his own, “espousing” it forever.
The “great joy” proclaimed tonight to the shepherds is indeed “for all the people”. We too, with all our weaknesses
and failures, are among those shepherds, who were certainly not saints. And just as God called the shepherds, so
too he calls us, for he loves us. In the dark night of life, he says to us as he did to them, “Be not afraid!” (Lk 2:10).
Take courage, do not lose confidence, do not lose hope, do not think that to love is a waste of time! Tonight love has
conquered fear, new hope has arrived, God’s kindly light has overcome the darkness of human arrogance. Mankind,
God loves you; for your sake he became man. You are no longer alone!
Dear brothers and sisters, what are we to do with this grace? Only one thing: accept the gift. Before we go out to
seek God, let us allow ourselves to be sought by him. He always seeks us first. Let us not begin with our own abilities
but with his grace, for he, Jesus, is the Saviour. Let us contemplate the Child and let ourselves be caught up in his
tender love. Then we have no further excuse for not letting ourselves be loved by him. Whatever goes wrong in our
lives, whatever doesn’t work in the Church, whatever problems there are in the world, will no longer serve as an
excuse. It will become secondary, for faced with Jesus’ extravagant love, a love of utter meekness and closeness, we
have no excuse. At Christmas, the question is this: “Do I allow myself to be loved by God? Do I abandon myself to his
love that comes to save me?”
Pope Francis

Feasts of the Week
Feasts of the Week

Sunday
2626
Dec
- Feast
of the
Holy
Sunday
Dec
- Feast
of
theFamily
Holy Family

MASS READINGS NEXT WEEK
First Reading - Isaiah 60:1-6

Monday 27 - St John the Evangelist

Responsorial Psalm:

Tuesday 28 - Holy Innocents

Ps 71:1-2,7-8,10-13, R.v.11

Monday 27 - St John the Evangelist
Tuesday 28 - Holy Innocents

Saturday 1 January - Mary , Mother of God. World Day of Peace

Saturday 1 Jan - Mary, Mother of God. World Day of Peace
Sunday 2 Jan The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday 2 Jan - The Epiphany of the Lord

Second Reading - Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6
Gospel Reading - Matthew 2:1-12

