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An Australia Day Homily by Archbishop Anthony Fisher, January 2020
Our readings today address the trials of Australians today. Amidst great hardship Paul urges us to persevere (Rom 12:9-13) and
Isaiah prophesies a time when deserts will become fertile and scrub a thick forest, when the endangered will be secure at last
and all dwell in domestic tranquillity (Is 32:15-28). Whatever our trials Christ in our Gospel tells us not to worry so much (Lk 12:2232).
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All of which sounds very “she’ll be right” Aussie in tone and accords with St Mary MacKillop’s regular counsel. But for those in the
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thick of things, it can sound insensitive or even like victim blaming. Who likes to be told, when in the doldrums about the present or
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anxious about the future, that ‘chin up, it’ll be okay’. Singing Bobby McFerrin’s Don’t Worry, Be Happy is little comfort when we
have every reason to worry and little reason to be jolly. How will it be okay, we might ask, when and for whom? Isaiah’s vision,
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after all, seems to be of some distant future, not of present comfort. You don’t have to be a cynic to think that for the suffering
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and displaced a little kingdom of God would be helpful right now, not just at the end of time, a helping hand more welcome
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than counsel to grin and bear it.
Christianity is an intensely practical religion, and so Isaiah’s dreaming is paired today with Paul’s pragmatism. Reminding us that
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the Lord’s commanded us to love like He loved, the Apostle warns us that human love can be insincere or grow indifferent. What
are the indicia of true Christian love? Showing profound respect for one another, Paul says, or giving everyone a fair go, as
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Australians put it; ‘working tirelessly’ and ‘not giving up’ Paul says, or in Australian having a go; demonstrating ‘fraternal affection…
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helping… hospitality’ or what Aussies call mateship – these attitudes, virtues and behaviours, Paul says, not fairy-tales or
platitudes, should mark the Christian in times of trial.
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It’s precisely crises like Australia’s drought and fires that produce dreams like Isaiah’s dreams of a less harsh land and directions
like Paul’s to help those in need. Our recent experience has drawn the world’s attention not just to our extreme weather but also
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to the ways our people demonstrate solidarity and assist those who are suffering. Christian charities have been in the forefront
of those providing shelter, supplies, friendship and intercession – all examples of God sending down the Holy Spirit like the
dewfall. I think of local St Vincent de Paul members supporting needy locals even as their own homes burned. Christian love is
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not fairy tales about the present or future: it’s practical, compassionate action, here and now, inspired by a vision of a better
future.
But what will keep you going, if you’re an exhausted volunteer fire-fighter, a family who’ve lost their home, a charity worker for
whom the problem seems too big? Christ tells us in our Gospel today that solidarity, planning and responsiveness will not be
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enough. Compassion fatigue sets in, anxieties about what we or others are to eat, wear, inhabit. We must, He says, trust in the
God whose providence feeds the cockatoos and whose native flora dress the land so splendidly. We must set our hearts on the
kingdom of heaven, confident that what we ask for in our big need and little faith will be given us.
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After the deluge comes the sunshine, and with it the joyous rainbow. After the fire comes rain from heaven, making arid land
fertile again and burnt out forests sprout anew. Such is the cycle we know well in Australia. Uniquely among the world’s
landscapes our eucalypts germinate precisely because of the fire and it’s aftermath, and our deserts, given the tiniest rain can
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bloom with wild flowers and grasses. So, too, with the human dimension of bushfires: the fires can occasion a renewal of our
community and its highest ideals, offering us not only immediate relief but new purpose to carry us forward.
As our nation faces its summer catastrophe with courage and compassion, we hear the wonderful words of Jesus Christ in our
hearts: Do not be afraid, my little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom!
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MASS TIMES
Sat 5pm
Sat 6pm
Sun 8am
Sun 9am

Sacred Heart, Sandringham
13 Fernhill Rd, Sandringham

St Mary's, Hampton
59 Holyrood St, Hampton

St Joseph's, Black Rock
542 Balcombe Rd, Black Rock

Sacred Heart, Sandringham
13 Fernhill Rd, Sandringham

Sun 10:30am

Stella Maris, Beaumaris

Sun 11am

St Joan of Arc, Brighton

Sun 5:30pm

2 Charlotte Rd, Beaumaris

118 New St, Brighton

St James', Gardenvale
currently held at St Joan of Arc

Mon 9:15am St Mary’s
Tues 9:15am Sacred Heart
Tues 7pm

St Joan of Arc

Wed 9:15am Sacred Heart
Wed 9:15am St Joseph’s
Thur 9:15am St Mary’s
Thur 9:15am Stella Maris
Fri 9:15am

St Joan of Arc

Fri 9:15am

St Joseph’s

Sat 9:15am

Stella Maris

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesdays 6:30pm-7pm
St Joan of Arc
Saturdays 9:45am-10:15am
Stella Maris
Saturdays 4:30pm-5pm
Sacred Heart
Saturdays 5:30pm-6pm
St Mary's

Eucharistic Adoration
Tues 6.30pm-6.50pm (prior to Mass at 7pm)
at St Joan of Arc
Sat 9.45am-10.15am (after Mass at 9.15am)
at Stella Maris

The Beatification of Mother
Mary MacKillop is a kind of
"consecration" of the people
of God in Australia. Through
her witness the truth of God’s
love and the values of his
kingdom have been made
visible in this continent –
values which are at the very
basis of Australian society.
May your whole Nation remain
true to its Christian heritage!
And may the Church which
makes her pilgrim way in
Australia continue to carry out
her mission, proclaiming God’s
kingdom and his
righteousness!
St John Paul II, 19 Jan , 1995, Sydney.
Mass for the Beatification of Mary of
the Cross McKillop

Please pray for...
ST JOAN OF ARC
ILLNESS: Lynn Batten, Angela Boston, Helen Clarke, Glenys
Severin, Joanne Turner
RECENTLY DECEASED: Lelio Buczkowsky, Elizabeth Maria
Twentyman, Fr Noel MacKay

ST JAMES
ILLNESS: Giovanni Sabato, Lois White, Brian Taylor
RECENTLY DECEASED: Sister Marie Therese Harold (PBVM)

SACRED HEART
ILLNESS: Suzanne Ryan, Ann Pierce, Kate Greenwood,
Michael O’Brien, Noni Ryan, Nancy Camera, Conall Westcott,
Roger Picking, Joseph Manitta, Geoffrey Nixon, Valerie
Monaghan, Bernard Finnigan, Ruth Trait, Ray Clark, Carolina

A Prayer for Australia Day

Rossignole, Rosetta Rossignole, Josie Orso

As you gather for your Australia Day meal, you might share this prayer

RECENTLY DECEASED: Valma Mary Cox, Peter Girotto, Ivan
Spadoni

with those around the table.

ANNIVERSARIES: Dr Murray O'Neill, Pam McLean, Colleen

God our loving Father
on this day we give you thanks for the many blessings which you
bestow on our great nation Australia.
We give thanks for the people of our nation: those who have
inhabited our land for many generations and those who have come
across the seas to enrich our country and our people.
We give thanks for the natural beauty of our nation; the rich produce
we enjoy and the land which we call home.
Help us to be good stewards of this nation and all its peoples.
May we, as Australian Catholics, live out our call from Baptism to
bring Christ to all peoples, and to see Christ in all peoples.
May we live out our faith under the light of the Southern Cross that
Christ Jesus may shine forth in our land as the only way, truth and life,
and lead us to our heavenly home to be with you Father.
We ask this in the name of Jesus your Son, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit in this great South Land, God, forever and ever. Amen.
Composed by Fr David Cartwright

Crump, Pat Sargeant, Tim Hassett, Bill Moran

NAZARETH (STELLA MARIS & ST JOSEPH'S)
ILLNESS: Sebastian Wolfenden, Allison Leicester, Liz Docker,
Peter Plumridge, Lucy Menezes, Aliai Coyle-Madut, Lucy
Bueno, Faye Fong, Kosta Mihos, Megan Jenkins, Paul Dear,
Anne Jenkins, Tony Waller, Edwinda Fitsimon, Heidi Jilek
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Danckert, John Tyssen, Louisa
Ashton, Noel Scott, Venanzio Di Francesco, Sister Marie
Therese Harold (PBVM), Fr James Doherty

ST MARY'S
ILLNESS: Clare Curry-Harris, Tom Van Kampem,
Maria Reilly, Delia Burns, Mick Zuccala, Rupert Arnold, John
Curry, Amy Cabral, Mary Minogue

Australia Day
Next Wednesday (Jan 26) is Australia Day, and Masses will
be at 9.15am at Sacred Heart and St Joseph's. We might

MASS READINGS NEXT WEEK

consider coming to Mass this day to give thanks to God for

First Reading - Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

all the blessings that we enjoy in this lucky country, and to
ask His continued protection upon all of us for the future.

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 70: 1-6, 15, 17. R.v.15

Welcome

Second Reading - Corinthians 12:31-13:13

We welcome this Sunday to the 11am Mass the children and

Gospel Reading - Luke 4:21-30

families who are preparing for Baptism in the coming weeks
at the Bayside Mission. At this Mass they will receive a
Blessing and the candle for their Baptism. May the Lord
bless and Our Lady protect them and their families.

Welcome back to our school communities this coming
week. A special welcome to our new Principal at
Sacred Heart, Mr Simon Collis. May this coming year be

Congratulations to Sr Frances Boston who celebrates a

one of many blessings for our children , staff and

significant birthday on Jan 24. Many blessings!

families at all our Bayside Mission schools.
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