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Outreach 
 Social Justice :  
In 2021 the SJG met on 11 occasions, often via Zoom, conducted a highly 
successful social justice lecture given by Sister Frances Boston, prepared a social 
justice newsletter which was not widely distributed, apparently owing to 
technical shortcomings, supported refugees with cash and  necessities given by 
parishioners to the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP); held a successful 
appeal for our nursing students in PNG; supported the education of Indigenous 
school children and the founding of a keeping place at Lake Mungo; and 
investigated the Brisbane Archdiocese’s development of a Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP) for individual parishes. 

 

We now seek agreement to prepare and distribute three social justice newsletters 
this year.  We welcome suggestions as to the content of these newsletter which 
could have a Mission-wide focus.  We also plan to conduct another social justice 
lecture on an important topic.  

Projects 

1.  Refugees:  We plan to continue supporting BASP and seek to invite Sr Brigid to 
speak at Masses to inform us of the new challenges they face and what we 
can do to help this year.  

2. PNG Nursing bursaries: The ravages of COVID in remote PNG mean that we 
will wait for  clarity from Aitape about their needs.  

3. Indigenous issues:  We will continue to support the education of Indigenous 
children and investigate further the feasibility of developing a RAP for the 
parish and for the Mission.  

4. Emerging issues:  We will investigate how to support those who are responding 
to the needs of families devastated by domestic violence.   

 
Liturgy/Worship 

 

 The organist/cantor has approached a Team member to discuss liturgical 
hymns for the community – this has resulted in the introduction of more hymns 
that are accessible to community voices and has resulted in increased 
participation from mass attendees 
 



 We would like to see children’s masses reinstituted at St Joan’s – these were 
well attended in the past and the teachers and students were strongly 
involved in the preparation for and assisting at mass – the church was always 
full for the children’s masses 

 We now have overheads in mass for the hymns which is very helpful, but we 
would like to see the longer prayers in the mass also on overheads so that 
everyone can participate 

 

Other 
 

 The Local Team has only four members and we would like to see a fifth 
member appointed as one member is no longer able to attend - since we 
are four women, we believe it would be desirable for representation of views 
if a male member could be appointed  

 Attendance at mass is variable - last week more families with younger people 
were at the 11am mass – this week the numbers seemed down again – much 
less than the numbers generally at mass in 2019 and early 2020 

 


